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5- Reevifti; fretful; ill-humoured. 

Did ever any man upon the rack afflict himfelf, becaufe he 
had received a crofs anfwer from his miflrefs ? Taylor. 

All crofs and diftafteful humours, and whatever elfe may 
render the converfation of men grievous and uneafy to one 
another, mult be fhunned. " Ti Hoff on, Sermon 5. 

6. Contrary ; contradictory. 

I he mind brings all the ends of a long and various hypo- 
thecs together ; fees how one part coheres with, and depends 
upon another; and fo clears oft all the appearing contrarieties 
and contradictions, that feemed to lie crofs and uncouth, and 
to make the whole unintelligible. South’s Sermons. 

7. Contrary to with ; unfortunate. 

We learn the great reafonablenefs of not only a contented, 
but alfo a thankful acquiefcence in any condition, and under 
the croffejl and fevereft pafiages of providence. South’s Sermons. 

I cannot, without fome regret, behold the crofs and un- 
lucky iffue of my defign ; for by my diflike of difputes, I am 
engaged in one. Glanv. 

8. Interchanged. 

Evarchus made a crofs marriage alfo with Dorilaus’s fifter, 
and fhortly left her with child oi the famous Pyrocles. Sidney. 

They had long conference, not only upon commerce, but 
upon crofs marriages, to be had between the king’s fon and 
the archduke’s daughter ; and again, between the archduke’s 
fon and the king’s daughter. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

Cross, prep. 

1. A-thwart; fo as to interfe£l any thing. 

They were advertifed, that the enemy had, in the woods 
before them, whereby they were to pafs, cut down great trees 
crofs the ways, fo that their horfe could not poffibiy pafs that 
way. Kno'les’ s H if lory of the Turks. 

Betwixt the midft and thefe, the gods affign’d 
Two habitable feats of human kind ; 

And crofs their limits cut a floaping way. 

Which the twelve figns in beauteous order fway. Dryd. Virg. 

Crofs his back, as in triumphant lcorn, 

The hope and pillar of the houfe was born. Dryd. Fables. 

2. Over ; from fide to fide. 

A fox was taking a walk one night crofs a village. UEflran. 

To Cross, v. a. [from the noun.J 

1. To lay one body, or draw one line, a-thwart another. 

This forc’d the ftubborn’ft, for the caufe. 

To crofs the cudgels to the laws ; 

That what by breaking them’t had gain’d. 

By their fuppoi t might be maintain’d. Hztdibras , p. iii. c. 2. 
The loxia, or crofs-bill, whofe bill is thick and flrong, 
with the tips croffing one another, with great readinefs breaks 
open fir-cones, apples, and other fruit, to come at their ker- 
nels ; as if the crofftng of the bill was defigned for this 
fqrvice. Derham’s Phyftco-Theology. 

I fhal! moft carefully obferve, not to crofs over, or deface 
the copy of your papers for the future, and only to mark in 
the margin. Poje. 

A hunted hare treads back her mazes, and crojfcs and con- 
founds her former track. Watts. 

2. To fign with the crofs. 

3. To mark out ; to cancel ; as, to crofs an article. 

4. To pafs over. 

He conquered this proud Turk as far as the Hellefpont, 
which he crofted , and made a vifit to the Greek emperor at 
Conftantinople. Temple. 

We found the hero, for whofe only fake 
We fought the dark abodes, and crofs' d the bitter lake. Dry. 

5. To move laterally, obliquely, or a-thwart ; not in oppofi- 
tion ; not in the fame line. 

But he them fpying, ’gan to turn afide, 

For fear, as feem’d, or for fome feined lofs; 

More greedy they of news, fait towards him do crofs. Spenf 

6. To thwart; to interpofe obftru£lion ; toembarrafs; to ob- 
ftru<ft ; to hinder. 

Still do I crofs this wretch, whatfo he taketh in hand. Hooker. 

The king no longer could endure 
Thus to be crofs’ d in what he did intend Daniel’s Civ. War. 
He was fo great an enemy tp Digby and Colepeper, who 
were only prefent in debates of the war with the officers, that 
he croffed all they propofed. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Bury’d in private, and fo fuddenly l 
It croffes my defiga, which was t’ allow 
The rites of funeral fitting his degree. Dryd. Span. Fryar. 

Swell’d with our late fuccefles on the foe, 

Which France and Holland wanted pow’r to crofs , 

We urge an un feen fate. Dry den. 

The firm patriot there, 

Though Fill by fadlion, vice, and fortune croft , 

Shall find the generous labour was not loft. Addifon s Cato. 

7 ; To counteradl. 

Then their wills clafh with their underftandings, and their 
appetites crofs their duty. Locke. 

To contravene ; to hinder by authority ; to countermand. 

No governour is fuffered to go on with any one courfe, 
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but upon the leaft information he is either flopped and crofTd 
or other courfes appointed him from hence. Spenfer on IretJd 
It may make my cafe dangerous, to crofs this i n Tht 

ImaHeft. Shakejpeare’s Meafure for Meapure 

9 . I o contradict. J e ' 

In all this there is not a fyllable which any ways croft' il 

. . looker, b. ii. 

it is certain, howfoever it crofs the received opinion that 
founds may be created without air. Bacon’s Natural HittL 

10 . To debar; to preclude. ' •*' 

From his loins no hopeful branch (hall fpring, 

Jo crofs me from the golden time I look for. Shakef H. VT 

To Cross, v. n. ’ ‘ 

1 . To lye a-thwart another thing. 

2 . To be inconfiftent. 

Men’s actions do not always crofs with reafon. Sidney 

Cross-bar-shot. n. f. A round Ihot, or great bullet, with 
a bar of iron put through it. ° Harris 

To Cross-examine, v. a. [crofs and examine. ] To try the 
faith of evidence by captious queftions of the contrary party. 

If we may but cr of -examine and interrogate their aftions 
againft their words, thefe will foon confefs the invalidity of 
their fqlemneft confeffions. Decay of Piety. 

I he judges fhall, as they think fit, interrogate or crop - 
examine the witnefies. Spectator, N°. 608 . 

Cro'ss staff, n.f [from crofs and faff . J An inftrument 
commonly called the foreftaff, ufed by feamen to take the 
meridian altitude of the fun or ftars. Harris. 

A Cro'ssbite. n.f [crofs and bite/] A deception ; a cheat. 

7 he fox, that trufted to his addrefs and manage, without 
fo much as dreaming of a crofs -bite from fo filly an animal, 
fell himfelf into the pit that he had digged for another. L’hjlr. 

7 o Cro'ssbite. v. a. [from the noun.J To contravene by 
deception. 

No rhetorick muft be fpent againft crofs-biting a. country 
evidence, and Frighting him out of his fenfes. Co Per. 

7 hat many knotty points there are, 

Which all difeufs, but few can clear ; 

As nature Flily had thought fit, 

• For fome by-ends, to crofs-bite wit. Prior. 

CrcFssbow. n. f. [crofs and bow.] A miffive weapon formed 
by placing a bow a-thwart a flock. 

Gentlemen luffer their beafls to run wild in their woods 
and wafte ground, where they are hunted and killed with croft- 
bows and pieces, in the manner of deer. Carew’s S. of Cornwal. 

The mafter of the crofs-bows, lord Rambures. Sh. H. V;. 

Cro'ssbowers. n.f [from crofs-bow.] A {hooter with a 
crofs -bow. 

The French affifted themfelves by land with the crofslowm 
of Genoa againft the Englifh. Raleigh’s Effays. 

Ca c/ssg rained, adj. [crofs and grain.] 

1 . Having the fibres tranfverfc or irregular. 

If the fluff proves croftgrained in any part of its length, 
then you muft turn your fluff to plane it the contrary way, 
fo far as it runs croft- grained. Mcxon’ s Mcch. Excr. 

2 . Perverfe; troublefome ; vexatious. 

We find in fullen writs, 

And croft-grain d works of modern wits. 

The wonder of the ignorant. Hudibras , p. i. cant. 1- 

The fpirit of contradiction, in a crojs-grained woman, is 
incurable. L’EJlrange. 

She was none of your croft-grained, termagant, fcolding 
jades, that one had as good be hanged as live in the houfe 
with. Arbuthnot’ s Hi/lory of John Buil. 

But wifdom, peevifti and croj s- grain d, 

Muft be oppos’d, to be fuftain’d. Piior. 

Cro'ssi. y. adv. [from crofs.] 

1 . A-thwart; fo as to interfecl fomething elfe. 

2 . Oppofitely ; adverfely ; in oppofition to. 

He that provides for this life, but takes no care for eternity, 
is wife for a moment, but a fool forever; and a 6 ls as un- 
towardly, and crofsly to the reafon of things, as can be ima- 
gined, Tt Hot fon s Setnioni. 

3 . Unfortunately. 

Cro'ssness. n. f [from crofs ] 

1 . Tranfverfenefs ; interfeclion. 

2 . Perverfenefs ; peevifhnefs. 

The lighter fort of malignity turneth but to a croffnefs , or 
aptnefs to oppofe ; but the deeper fort, to envy, or mere mi - 
chief. Bacon, Effay >3' 

I deny nothing, fit to be granted, out of croffnefs or 1U 
mour. Ting Charts. 

Who would have imagined, that the ftift croffnefs 0 
poor captive fhould ever have had the power to make Harnan 
feat fo uneafy to him ? L’ EJlrange, Fab 3 * 

They help us to forget the croffnefs of men and t ing > 
compole our cares and our paffions, and lay our difappoin 
ments aflcep. Collier of the Entertainment of 00s - 

Cro'ssrow. n.f [crofs and row] Alphabet; fo name ^ 
caufe a ernfi: is nlared at the beP’inninP'. to fficW that the 


caufe a crofs is placed at the beginning, to 
of learning is piety. 


He 




Shakefpeare . 
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He hearkens after prophecies and dreams. 

And from the crofsrow plucks the letter G ; 

And fays a wizard told him, that by G y ..jttt 

His iffiie difinherited fhould be. Shakefpeare r Richar d I IE 

CroW.no. n.f. [crofs and wind.] Wind blow.ng from the 

“The leaft unhappy perfons do, in fo fickle and fo tem- 
peftuous a fea, as we all find this world, meet with many 
Lr= cither crojfwitids or ftormy gufts 

Cro'ssway. n.f [crofs and way. ] A fmall obfeure path inter- 
filing the chief road. . . 

Damn d fpirits all, 

That in croffways and floods have burial. 

Already to their wormy beds are gone. 

Cro'sswjrt. n.f [from crofs and wort.] 

It hath foft leaves, like the ladies bedftraw, from which it 
differs in the number of leaves, that are produced at every 
joint ; which in this are only four, difpofed in form of a crofs. 
The rough or hairy croffwo > t is fometimes ufed in medicine, 
and is found wild on dry fandy banks. Miller. 

Crotch, n.f. [croc, French.] A hook. 

There is a tradition of a dilemma, that Moreton ufed to 
raife the benevolence to higher rates; and fome called it his 
fork, and fome his crotch. Bacon’s Henry VIE 

Cro'tchet. n.f [crochet, French.] 

j rjn mufick.] ' One of the notes or characters of time, equal 
to half a minim, and double a quaver. Chambers. 

As a good harper, ftricken far in years. 

Into whofe cunning hands the gout doth fall. 

All his old crotchets in his brain he bears, 

But on his harp plays ill, or not at all. Davies. 

2. A fupport ; a piece of wood fitted into another to fupport a 
building. 

A {lately temple {hoots within the fkies. 

The crotchets of their cot in columns rife. Dryden : 

3. [In printing.] Hooks in which words are included [thus.] 

4. A perverfe conceit ; an odd fancy. 

All the devices and crotchets of new inventions, which crept 
into her, tended either to twich or enlarge the ivy. Howel. 

The horfe (melt him out, and prefently a crotchet came in 
his head how he might countermine him. L’ Eft range. Fab. 37. 
To Crouch, v. n. [ crochu , crooked, French.] 


1. 


2 . 


It is ufed in 

Military Dili . 

v. n. 


To ftoop low ; to lye clofe to the ground ; as the lion crouches 
to his mafter. 

To fawn ; to bend fervilely ; to ftoop meanly. 

Every one that is left in thine houfe, {hall come and crouch 
to him for a piece of filver and a morfel of bread. 1 Sa. ii. 36. 

At his heels, 

Leafht in like hounds,, fhould famine, fword and fire. 

Crouch for employment. Shakefpeare’ s Henry V. 

They fawn and crouch to men of parts, whom they cannot 
ruin; quote them, when they are prefent; and, when they 
are abfent, fteal their jells. Dryden’ s Aurengzebe, Pref. 

Too well the vigour of that arm they know ; 

They lick the dull, and crouch beneath their fatal foe. Dryd. 

Your lhameful (lory fhall record of me, 

The men all crouch’d, and left a woman free. Dryd. In. Emp. 

CROUP, n.f [ crouppe , French.] 

1. The rump of a fowl. 

2. T he buttocks of a horfe. 

Croupa/des. n.f. [from croup.] Are higher leaps than thofe 
of corvets, that keep the fore and hind quarters of the horfe 
in an equal height, fo that he truffes his legs under his belly 
without yerking, or {hooting his fhoes. Farrier’s Dipt. 

CROW, n.f [cjiape, Saxon.] 

1. A large black bird that feeds upon the carcaffes of beafls. 

The crows and choughs, that wing the midway air, 

Shew fcarce fo grofs as beetles. Shakefpeare’ s King Lear. 

To croivs he like impartial grace affords, 

And choughs and daws, and fuch republick birds. Dryden. 

2. To pluck a Crow, is to be induftrious or contentious about 
that which is of no value. 

If you difputc, we muft even pluck a crow about it. 

L’ Eft range. Fable 7. 

Refolve before we go, 

That you and I muft pull a crow. Hudibras , p. ii. cant. ii. 

3. A piece of iron ufed as a lever ; as the Latins called a hook 

cor 1 us. 

The crow is ufed as a lever to lift up the ends of great 
heavy timber, when either a bauk or a rowler is to be laid 
under it, and then they thruft the claws between the oround 
and the timber ; and laying a bauk, or fome fuch ftufF, behind 
the crow, they draw the other end of the {hank backwards, 
audio raife the timber. Moxon’s Mech. Exer. 

Get me an iron crow, and bring it ftraight 
Unto m y cell. Shakejpeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 

Againft the gate employ your crows of iron. Southern. 

4. [f rom crow.] The voice of a cock, or the noife which he 
makes in his gaiety. 

Cro'wfoot. n.f. [from crow and foot ; in Latin, ranunculus.! 

ne flower confifts of feveral leaves, which expand in 
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form of a rofe, having a many-leaved empaiement: out of the 

middle of the flower rifes the pointal, which becomes a rui , 
“her round, cylindrical, or fpiked; to the axis of wh.ch, as 
a placenta, adhere many naked feeds. The fpecies are fixteen, 
of which eleven were brought originally from 1 urkey. 
Cro'wfoot. n.f [from crow and/*.] A caltrop or p.ece of 
iron with four points, two, three, or four inches longy o 
that, whatever way it falls, one point is up 
war for incommoding the cavalry. 

To Crow, preterit. 1 crew, or crowed ; I have crowed. 

..^Cakf the” noife which a cock makes in gaiety, or de- 
fi anCe 

But even then the morning cock crew \ouA. Shakef Ham : 
Diogenes called an ill phyfician, cock. Why ? faith he. 

Diogenes anfwered, Becaufe when you crew, men ufe to 
rife b Bacon , Apophth. 284. 

That the lyon trembles at the chiving of the cock, king 
James, upon trial, found to be fabulous. Hakciuilt . 

Within this homeftead liv’d, without a peer 
For crowing loud, the noble Chanticleer, 

So hight her cock. Dryden s Fab*es» 

2. To boaft ; to bully ; to vapour ; to blufter; to fwaggci. 
CROWD, n. f [cpffS, Saxon.] 

1. A multitude confufedly preffed together. 

2. A promifeuous medly, without order or diftindlion. 

He could then compare the confufion of a multitude to that 
tumult he had obferved in the Icarian fea, dafhing and break- 
ing among its crowd of iflands. &ffay on Ho met - 

3. The vulgar ; the populace. 

He went not with the crowd to fee a {hrine, 

But fed us, by the way, with food divine. Dryden’ s Fables. 

4 . [from anvth, Welfli.] A fiddle. 

His fiddle is your proper purchafe. 

Won in the fervice of the churches ; 

And by your doom muft be allow’d 

To be, or be no more, a crowd. Hudibras , p. i. cant. 2, 

To Crowd, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To fill with confufed multitudes. 

A mind which is ever crowding its memory with things 
which it learns, may cramp the invention itfelf. Watts . 

2 . To prefs clofe together. 

The time miforder’d, doth in common fenfe 
Crowd us and crufli us to this monftrous form, 

To hold our fafety up. Shakefpeare’ s Henry IV. p. ii. 

It feems probable, that the fea doth ftill grow narrower 
from age to age, and finks more within its channel and the 
bowels of the earth, according as it can make its way into 
all thofe fubterraneous cavities, and crowd the air out of 
them. Burnet’s Theory of Foe Earth t 

As the mind itfelf is thought to take up no fpace, fo its 
adlions feem to require no time ; but many of them feem to 
be crowded into an inftant. Locke . 

. Th£n let us fill 

This little interval, this paufe of life, 

With all the virtues we can crowd into it. Addifon s Cate l 

3. To incumber by multitudes. 

How thort is life ! Why will vain courtiers toil, 

And croivd a vainer monarch for a fmile? Granville . 

4. To Crowd Sail . [A fea phrafe.] To fpread wide the fails 
upon the yards. 

To Crowd, v. n. 

1. To fwarm ; to be numerous and confufed. 

They follow their undaunted king ; 

Crowd through their gates ; and in the fields of light* 

The {hocking fquadrons meet in mortal fight. Dryd. VirgiL 

2. To thruft among a multitude. 

A mighty man, had not fome cunning fin, 

Amidft fo many virtues, crowded in. Cowley’s Davideis . 

Cro wder, n. f. [from crowd.] A fiddler. 

Chevy-chafe fung by a blind crowder. Sidney 4 

Cro'wkeeper. n. f [crow and keep.] A fcarecrow. The 
following pafiage is controverted. 

That fellow handles his bow like a crcwkeeper. Shakefpeare. 
CROWN, n.f [ ccuronne, Fr. kreone, Dut. corona, Latin.] 

1. The ornament of the head which denotes imperial and regal 
dignity. 

If thou be a king, where is thy crown P 

— My crown is in my heart, not on my head : 

My crown is call’d content ; 

A crown it is that feldom kings enjoy. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Look down, you gods, 

And on this couple drop a bleffed croiun. Shakefp. Tempefl. 

I would the college of the cardinals 
Would chufe him pope, and carry him to Rome, 

And fet the triple crown upon his head. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Edward put to death a citizen, 

Only for faying, he would make his fon 

Heir to the crown. Shahfpeare’s Richard III. 

l. A garland. 

Receive a crown for thy well- ordering of the feaft. 

Ecclus. xxxii. 2 % 
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